
Grade 3 Unit 2 Grasping Main Ideas and Text Structures Bend 1 Determining Importance in Expository Texts  Bend 2 Lifting the Level of Thinking 

about Expository Texts  Bend 3 Synthesizing and Growing Ideas in Narrative Nonfiction 

     
Administer Grasping Main Ideas and Text 

Structures Pre-Assessment  

Preassessment 

Bend 1: 

Session 1: Preview Nonfiction 

 

➢ Learning Goal: Good Readers 

can prepare to read 

nonfiction by previewing it, 

identifying the parts, and 

thinking about how the book 

seems like it will go. 

➢ Expository Text Set 

➢ Before Reading Non-Fiction 

Anchor Chart 

Session 2:  Looking for Structure within a 
Nonfiction Text 

➢ Learning Goal: Good Readers 

can pause along the way to 

summarize important 

information, so that they 

take in and remember what 

they read. 

➢ Learn from Expository Text 

Anchor Chart 

➢ Expository Bookmark 

➢ A Day for Assessment  

Analyze and self assess the pre 

assessment  

➢ Pre Assessment Sample 

Responses 

➢ Student Self Assessment 

Session 3: Grasping Main Ideas in 

Nonfiction Texts 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 

take in more when they 

organize information into 

categories as they need. 

➢ Memory Game to model 

categorizing 

➢ Model Text for Categorizing 

Information 

➢ Fluency Rubric for Organizing 

Ideas 

 

     

 Session 4: Becoming Experts and 

Teaching Others from Nonfiction Texts 

➢ Learning Goal:  Good Readers  
can pay close attention to the 
main idea and supporting 
details to teach others what 
they have learned from their 
nonfiction texts. 

➢ Teach Well Chart 
➢ What is a Frog? Modeling 

Excerpt 
➢ "Yummy Frog Food" Modeling 

Excerpt 

 Session 5:   Tackling Complexity   

 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can be 

challenged with drafting and 

revising a main idea. 

o Use same links 

from Session 4 

➢ Draft Main Ideas for Pictures 

 
 

Session 6:  Getting Better Requires Clear 
Goals and Deliberate Work: Learning 
Progressions 
 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can  

analyze their own reading 

skills, reflecting on what they 

do well and what they could 

improve upon. 

➢ Learning Goals: Readers can 

grow by coming up with clear 

goals as well as plans for 

achieving those goals. 

➢ Cross Text Synthesis part of 

Progression 

Bend 2: 
Session 7:  Reading for Significance: 
Approaching Nonfiction Reading as a 
Learner 
 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 
read nonfiction to learn, 
monitor for significance,and to 
work to find something of 
interest in the text. 

 
➢ Gorillas Excerpt 

➢ Frog and Toad Excerpt 

➢ Cactus Hotel Excerpt 

➢ George Washington Excerpt 

➢ Ruby Bridges Excerpt 

➢ Critical Reading Progression 
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Session 8:Reading Differently because of 

Conversations 

 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 

gather their thoughts and 

prepare as they read when 

they know they will be 

discussing a text. 

➢ Thinking Chart 

➢ sample student work 

Session 9:  Distinguishing Your own 

Opinion from That of the Author 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 

separate their perspective on 

a topic from the perspective 

of the texts they’re reading 

when they talk and think 

Session 10:  Lifting the Level of Students’ 

Talk 

 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 

shift from a focus on reading 

and thinking about expository 

texts to reading and thinking 

Bend 3:  
Session 11:  Using Text Structure to Hold 
On to Meaning in Narrative Nonfiction 
 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 
use different ways of reading 
for different text structures.  

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 
identify the type of structure 

Session 12: Summarizing Narrative 
Nonfiction 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 
recognize the important details 
that contribute to the 
overarching storyline and learn 
how to synthesize secondary 
details and story lines into the 
larger story. 

Session 13:  Tackling Hard Words that 
Complicate Meaning 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 
self monitor, striking a 
balance between reading 
fluently and stopping to 
regain meaning when 
encountering unfamiliar 
vocabulary. 
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about the text. 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 

have a point of view that is 

different from the author’s 

point of view. 

➢ Determining Perspective 

Chart 

➢ News Ela Website 

➢ Gorilla Excerpt 

about a narrative nonfiction 

texts. 

➢ Qualities of Good 

Conversation Chart 

a nonfiction text follows, and 
use this information to help 
them organize their 
understanding of the text. 

➢ Story Element Chart 
➢ Biography Excerpt 
➢ Retelling Progression Page 3 

➢ Analyzing Parts Page 6 
➢  

➢ Hurdles Hard Word Bookmark 

 Session 14:  Reading Biographies 
through Different Lenses 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 

either read through the lens 

to understand the story or 

they can read through the 

lens to learn information. 

➢ Ruby Bridges Excerpt 

➢ Narrative Non-Fiction Anchor 

Chart 

 

 Session 15: Seeking Underlying Ideas in 
True Stories 

➢ Learning Goal:   Readers can 

seek out unifying ideas behind 

the texts they read. 

➢ Seeking Underlying Ideas 

Session 16: Bringing Your Narrative 
Nonfiction Lenses to a Broader Range of 
Texts 

➢ Learning Goal: Readers can 

use what they know about 

understanding fictional 

characters when they are 

reading narrative nonfiction. 

➢ Use previous Anchor Charts 

(Rev up your mind, Narrative 

Non-Fiction, and Cactus 

Hotel Excerpt) 

 Session 17:  Identifying When a Text Is 
Hybrid Nonfiction and Adjusting 
Accordingly 
 

➢ Learning Goal: Hybrid 
nonfiction readers can use 
authors’ signals to shift 
between using narrative and 
expository strategies. 

➢ When Learning From 
Expository Anchor Chart 

 

 Session 18:  Becoming Your Own 
Reading Coach 
 

➢ Language Goal:  Readers can 
self-assess and reinforce the 
importance of studying one’s 
own work to notice its 
strengths and to consider how 
it might be made stronger. 

Session 19:  Celebration 
 

➢ Learning Goal:  Readers can 
create monuments or a 
physical manifestation of their 
learning.( i.e google 
presentation, poster board 
collage, collection of 
nonfiction artifacts they want 
to celebrate) 

➢ Create a museum and gallery 
walk to celebrate! 

Administer Grasping Main Idea and Text 

Structure Post-Assessment  

➢ Post Assessment 

➢ Post Sample Responses 

➢ Student Self-Assessment 
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