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Unit Overview  

This unit helps children tackle more difficult informational texts with greater agency and independence. The unit begins with a one-day intensive 

“boot camp” on analyzing arguments. Students work in research groups to study a debatable issue, first learning about both sides of the issue, then 

choosing a position to research in greater depth, and finally debating the issue and reflecting on their learning to develop new questions and 

insights. Next, you’ll help your students raise the level of their research to develop deeper questions and ideas and engage in more complicated 

conversations. Students will read more difficult texts with a critical eye, considering perspective and craft while evaluating arguments. A debate 

highlights students’ growth and knowledge, and builds momentum for the final part of the unit. Later, students select a new issue to study. They’ll 

think about patterns and connections across issues they have studied and consider larger issues of power. By the end of this unit, students will 

have learned how to compare the ideas and perspectives of many authors and how to formulate their own evidence-based, ethical positions on 

issues. 

For additional information regarding the unit please see TCRWP User’s Guide and Units of Study for Teaching Reading Grade 5 Book 3. 

 

 

 



Grade 5 Unit 3- Argument and Advocacy:  Researching Debatable Issues     Reading Workshop:  Jan./Feb. 

 
 

Overarching Standards Aligning with Grade 5 Unit 3, Argument and Advocacy 

Session Writing Standards Reading Standards Speaking & Listening Standards Language Standards 

1 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.5, RI.5.8, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

2 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.5, RI.5.8, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

3 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

4 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

5 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 

6 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.6 

7 W.5.1, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

8 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

9 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

10 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.5, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.4, 
L.5.5, L.5.6 

11 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

12 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.5, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.10, RL.5.6 SL.5.1, SL.5.2, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

13 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10, RF.5.4 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

14 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

15 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

16 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

17 W.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.5, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.4, L.5.5, 
L.5.6 

18 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10, RL.5.4, 
RL.5.6 

SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 

19 W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.6, W.5.7, 
W.5.8, W.5.9.b 

RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

20 W.5.1, W.5.9.b RI.5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.3, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, RI.5.9, RI.5.10 SL.5.1, SL.5.3, SL.5.4, SL.5.6 L.5.1, L.5.3, L.5.6 
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Overarching Standards Aligning with Grade 5 Unit 3, Argument and Advocacy 

Session Writing Standards Reading Standards Speaking & Listening Standards 

1 W.5.1      Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.8 . Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 

 

  RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 

 

3  RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 

SL.5.1  Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.  
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 
 
SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, using formal English when appropriate to 
task and situation.  

4 W.5.9.b Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
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b.  Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author 
uses reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text, identifying which reasons and 

evidence support which point[s]”).            

RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

5 W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
W.5.8  Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and 
provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9.b Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
      

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 
 

6 W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2  Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 
 
 

7  RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 



Grade 5 Unit 3- Argument and Advocacy:  Researching Debatable Issues     Reading Workshop:  Jan./Feb. 

 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace 
 
SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, using formal English when appropriate to 
task and situation. 

8 W.5.7 Conduct short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
W.5.8  Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and 
provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 

9 W.5.7  Conduct short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and 
provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.    

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 4–5 text complexity  

 

10 W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.5.5  Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
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information in two or more texts. 
 
RI.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 4–5 text complexity  

11 W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
 
RI.5.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9  Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 

12 W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 

RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
 
RI.5.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.5.5  Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 
 
RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 
 
RI.5.8  Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
 
RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. 

SL.5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 

13 W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 

SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
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and research. 
 

which point(s). 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

reasons and evidence. 
 

14  RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace 
 
SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, using formal English when appropriate to 
task and situation.  

15 W.5.7  Conduct short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and 
provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace 
 

16  RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
reasons and evidence. 
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17 W.5.7  Conduct short research projects that use 

several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
 
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information from 
print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and 
provide a list of sources. 
 
W.5.9.  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research.      

RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 
 
RI.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

 

18  RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
 
RI.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. 
 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 
RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. 

 

19 W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.5.6 With some guidance and support from 
adults, use technology, including the Internet, 
to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two 
pages in a single sitting. 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they 
are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 
RI.5.3  Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

 

20 W.5.9.b  Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
 
        

RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order 
to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 
5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
 
SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes 
and explain how each claim is supported by 
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reasons and evidence. 
 
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an 
opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak 

clearly at an understandable pace 
 
SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, using formal English when appropriate to 
task and situation.  
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Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Performance Expectations 
● A good argument is supported with evidence. 

● Nonfiction readers clarify their thinking by 

letting their research spur quick flash-debates. 

● Readers annotate a text in a purposeful and 

deliberate way as they read to help them 

remember the author's big ideas. 

● Readers reflect on information to grow new 

ideas about a topic. 

● Readers summarize arguments using their own 

words. 

● Readers use research and debating skills in the 

real world. 

● Researchers can take a stand for their beliefs 

and become powerful advocates for change in 

the world. 

● Researchers gather an abundance of 

information on a topic and develop 

background which makes them authorities on 

that issue. 

● How can readers recognize a good 

argument? 

● How do readers research an argument? 

● How can book club members strengthen 

their conversation skills? 

● What does it mean to summarize an 

argument? 

● How do readers find new ways to analyze 

a text? 

● Compare and contrast the choices authors make 
in different texts.  

● Debate on a specific topic from a text. 

● Determine an author's perspective in order to 
understand how their ideas fit into the issue. 

● Discuss choices authors make to shape the 
content of their stories. 

● Discuss ideas about their reading during book 
clubs. 

● Read a text and ask, "How might this 
information apply to my argument?" 

● Summarize an argument by putting the author's 
idea in their own words without changing the 
author's message. 

● Use reasons and evidence to back up an 
argument. 

● Use their annotations to facilitate evidence-based 
conversations about a text. 

Suggested Strategies Suggested Differentiation Methods Suggested Materials/Resources 
● Create and refer to anchor charts. 

● Study pages from exemplar reader's 

notebooks. 

● Provide and present mentor texts as models. 

● Teach the Work of Readers Charts. 

● Teach children strategies for holding onto 

text, for example by using Post-its and 

graphic organizers. 

● Model (Talk Aloud) the strategies good 

The design of reading workshop allows for 

individualized instruction and independent 

growth for every child. 

● Provide leveled books appropriate for all 

reading levels 

● Provide support as needed through 

conferencing 

● Provide support as needed through 

strategy groups 

Mentor Text & Read-Aloud 
 
● See Reading Units Grade 5 Book 3. 

 

UNIT 3: Argument and Advocacy: Researching 

Debatable Issues  

 

Demonstration Texts  

● “Vitamins and Minerals” from 

KidsHealth.org  
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readers use. 

● Model, provide, and use a reader's notebook. 

● Tap, sketch, or jot across a story as a way of 

retaining information and details.  

● Study book introductions and endings. 

● Practice creating mental movies as you read. 

● Investigate figurative language and 

descriptive vocabulary and how authors use 

them. 

● Turn and Talk the dialogue in a story to bring 

the characters' feelings alive. 

● Set mini-reading goals for engagement, print 

work, fluency, comprehension, and/or 

conversation. 

● Provide checklists and reading progressions 

to assess and develop on-going reading 

goals. 

● Scaffold skills with strategies, for example 

using Post-its to identify key elements of a 

chapter. 

● Write long about reading. 

● Practice alternating the speed a text is read 

to reflect tone and mood. 

● Plan to celebrate the conclusion of classroom 

● Provide support as needed through guided 

reading groups 

● Provide individualized copies of teaching 

charts 

● Provide modified and/or alternate grade 

level checklists and rubrics to scaffold or 

stretch learning 

● Scaffold or stretch learning through the use 

of various strategies 

● Provide appropriate reading partners 

 

● “Schools Ban Chocolate Milk; Kids Just 

Stop Drinking Milk Altogether” by Rachel 

Nuwer (Smithsonian)  

● “Devoted to Dairy: An American Dairy 

Farmer’s Blog”  

● “The Hard Facts About Flavored Milk” 

(Jamie Oliver Food Foundation)  

● “It’s a Plastic World” video 

(www.itsaplasticworld.com)  

● “Should Orca Shows Be Banned?” by 

Rebecca Zissou (Scholastic)  

● “Is Bottled Water Really Better?” by 

Lauren Tarshis (Scholastic)  

● “Top of the World” by Simon Robinson 

(Time) The Top of the World: Climbing 

Mount Everest by Steve Jenkins 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)  

● “Kids Nationwide Reject the Blackfish 

Agenda” from the Awesome Ocean 

(http://awesomeocean.com/2014/11/24/

kids-nationwide-reject-blackfish-agenda/)  

● “California bill would ban orca shows at 

SeaWorld” video  

Read-Aloud Texts  
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reading projects. 

● Use technology in the reading classroom; for 

example digital journals. 

● “A School Fight Over Chocolate Milk,” by 

Kim Severson (New York Times)  

● “Should Schools Offer Chocolate Milk?” 

(ABC News)  

● Straight Talk: The Truth About Food by 

Stephanie Paris (Teacher Created 

Materials)  

● Food and Nutrition by Tara Koellhoffer, 

editor (Infobase Publishing)  

● “Flavored Milk” from the American Dairy 

Association Mideast  

● “The Hard Facts About Flavored Milk” 

(Jamie Oliver Food Foundation)  

● “My Problem with Jamie Oliver’s War on 

Flavored Milk” by Bettina Elias Siegel from 

The Lunch Tray website 

(http://www.thelunchtray.com/my-

problem-with-jamie-olivers-war-on-

flavored-milk/) 
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Assessments 

Assessment in this unit takes three forms: diagnostic, formative, and summative. There are downloadable, digital versions of the assessment tools 

available through the online resources at; www.readingandwritingproject.org/resources.  

Student self-assessment and peer assessment should take place whenever possible--again, in all three forms: diagnostic, formative, and 

summative. Removing the traditional emphasis on teacher assessment enables students to take more initiative and become self-directed. 

On-going teacher assessment will take place in the context of a conference. Conferences, both small group and one- to-one conferring, are used to 

reinforce expectations, provide advice and/or assistance, and ultimately, to support growth. 

Suggested Assessment Methods 

Diagnostic Assessments Formative Assessments Summative Assessments 
● Running Records 

● Spelling Inventory 

● Conferring 

● Performance Assessment: Pre-Assessment - 

Argument and Advocacy 

 

● Teacher-student conferences including: 

individual, small group, strategy group, and 

guided reading  

● Daily observation of students' participation 

during the active engagement segment of 

each mini-lesson. Students' conversation 

with partners during Turn and Talk segment 

of mini-lessons. 

● Reading logs 

● Writing About Reading evidence (Post-its) 

● Teacher-student conferences  

● Running Records 

● Spelling Assessments 

● Reading logs 

● and other evidence of students improving 

skills 

● Performance Assessment: Post-Assessment - 

Argument and Advocacy 

●  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.readingandwritingproject.org/resources
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Scope and Sequence of Teaching Points  

The following teaching points and activities are adapted from Units of Study for Teaching Reading Grade 5 (Calkins et al., 2016) and serve as a loose 

framework for teachers, who will add and/or emphasize based on their students’ needs. 


