
  

  

Civilizations & Change Curriculum 

  

The purpose of Social Studies is to help young people recognize their roles as participants in a democratic society.  By acquiring knowledge, developing skills and 

examining values.  Seymour High School students will begin to understand themselves as individuals, family members, consumers, responsible citizens, and life-

long learners in a diverse society. 

 

Civilizations & Change is a course that will help students understand the accomplishments and contributions of past civilizations. It traces the development of 

political ideas and thought, art, history, cultural and scientific achievements of human civilization from prehistoric time to the Renaissance Man’s actions, past 

and present, which have helped him formulate ideas within the total framework of civilization are also studied. 

 

In the course, students will answer the question, “How have civilizations and events in world history helped to shape the modern world?”  In answering this 

question, students will develop the overarching enduring understanding that students will understand that the more we know about the past enables us to ask 

richer and more provocative questions about who we are today. 

 

Unit 1-Early Humans & Ancient Civilizations (1st Quarter) 

● Early humans 

● Neolithic Agricultural Revolution 

● Characteristics of Civilizations 

● Mesopotamia & the Fertile Crescent Cultures 

● Egyptian Civilization 

 

Unit 2-Classical Civilizations (2nd-3rd Quarter) 

● Greece 

● Hellenistic Civilization 

● Roman Republic & Empire 

● Rise of Christianity 

 

Unit 3-Cross Cultural Ethics (3rd Quarter 

● World ethical philosophies 

● World religions 

● Golden Rule 

 

Unit 4-The Middle Ages (3rd-4th Quarter) 



● The Dark Ages 

● Feudalism 

● Impact of Religion on European Society 

● Formation of Modern Europe 

● Plague 

● Hundred Years’ War 

 

Unit 5 - Change (4th Quarter) 

● Italian Renaissance 

● Northern Renaissance 

● The Reformation 

 

 

Grade: 9 

  

  

Subject: 

Civilizations and Change-Unit 1-Early Humans & Ancient Civilizations 

CCSS Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1-10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1-8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1-8 
Specific Standards and Crosswalk with MAP 

 

SHS Learning 

Expectations 

1. Students will think critically 

2. Students will communicate effectively and creatively 

3. Students will access, evaluate, and use information for a variety of tasks and purposes 

Enduring 

Understanding 

● Studying early human remains and artifacts helps in understanding our collective place in human history. 

● Agriculture and the development of technology laid the foundations for modern civilizations. 

● The development of Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations reflect a settlement pattern that has occurred throughout 

history. 

Essential Questions How has geography impacted the development of humankind? 

How does technological change influence the development of humankind? 

What motivates human interaction?  How does human interaction affect the development of culture? 

How do institutions regulate human behavior? 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cUGT0qDTFALVKofHIjMYqIs3IA1Zgr31og_UReWTvbg


CSDE Content 

Themes: 

Culture, Conflict, and Change  

• Examine the impact of various aspects of culture that have diffused globally such as religion or language. 

• Analyze the factors that have contributed to global conflict 

Science, Technology, and Society 

Geographic Interconnections  

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with the physical 

environment.  

• Analyze the ways that advances in science and technology have influenced society 

Power, Authority, and Governance  

• Examine the relationship between people and their governments.   

  

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student 

outcomes) 

▪ Developing note-taking and organizational skills 
▪ Analyzing primary source documents from the era 
▪ Drawing inferences from factual materials 
▪ Comparing/contrasting content in order to reach and justify a conclusion 
▪ Determining point of view in sources 
▪ Developing and composing informed arguments of cultural issues that emerge from the unit 

  

In applying the essential social studies skills described above, teachers can focus on the following abilities and activities  as 

appropriate for each unit: 

● Argumentative essays 

○ Develop a thesis 

○ Gathering supporting evidence 

● Common vocabulary 

 

  

Strategies/Modes (examples) 

  

Teacher led lecture, class discussion, small group 

discussions, RT strategies, guided readings, film 

where appropriate, technology based activities, 

primary/secondary source analysis 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

   

Textbook, primary and secondary source 

documents and maps, graphic organizers, video, 

teacher created supplemental materials 

  

  

Assessments (examples) 

Free response, objective, long term projects, 

presentations, debates; web-quests will be used 

at the teacher's discretion based on student need. 

Teachers will design assessments to 

accommodate various learning styles which will 

be formative and summative.   



    

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Civilizations & Change 

  

  

Civilizations & Change Curriculum 

  

  

Narrative……………. 

Grade: 

9 

  

Subject: 

Civilizations and Change – Unit 2 -Classical Ages: Greece and Rome 

CCSS Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1-10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1-8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1-8 

Specific Standards and Crosswalk with MAP 

SHS Learning 

Expectations 

1. Students will think critically 

2. Students will communicate effectively and creatively 

3. Students will access, evaluate, and use information for a variety of tasks and purposes 

Enduring 

Understanding 

● The influences of the Greeks and Romans are seen on a daily basis in modern American society. 

● At its height both Greece & Rome set lasting standards in art, politics, literature, and philosophy that are still influential 

today. 

Essential 

Questions 

How did Greek and Roman societies influence the development of the United States? 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cUGT0qDTFALVKofHIjMYqIs3IA1Zgr31og_UReWTvbg


How does the Greek concept of democracy and the Roman system of laws form the basis of a government which allowed for citizen 

representation and representation? 

What are the duties of a citizen? 

What is the worth and potential of an individual based on the beliefs of Greeks and Romans? 

How must a government meet the needs of its citizens to avoid revolution and change?  Is this possible?  

  

CSDE Content 

Themes 

Culture, Conflict, and Change  

• Examine the impact of various aspects of culture that have diffused globally such as religion or language.  

• Analyze the factors that have contributed to global conflict and change. 

Political and Economic Systems  

• Evaluate the pros and cons of various political systems. 

Geographic Interconnections  

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with other people. 

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with the physical 

environment. 

Global Interconnections: Cultural Diffusion  

• Analyze how the cultural aspects of a region spread beyond its borders. 

• Analyze the pattern and impact of cultural diffusion over time. 

Power, Authority, and Governance  

• Examine the relationship between people and their governments.  

• Examine the relationships between nations, and between national and international organizations. 

Nationalism and Sovereignty  

• Analyze the struggle of sovereignty. 

Civic Ideals and Practices  

• Evaluate the political beliefs, values, and actions of various peoples and nations. 

  

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student 

outcomes) 

▪ Developing note-taking and organizational skills 
▪ Analyzing primary source documents from the era 
▪ Drawing inferences from factual materials 
▪ Comparing/contrasting content in order to reach and justify a conclusion 
▪ Determining point of view in sources 
▪ Developing and composing informed arguments of cultural issues that emerge from the unit 

  



In applying the essential social studies skills described above, teachers can focus on the following abilities and activities  as 

appropriate for each unit: 

● DBQ, informational essays 

○ Analyze Documents 

○ Develop a thesis 

○ Gathering supporting evidence 

○ Closure 

● Common vocabulary 

  

  

Strategies/Modes (examples) 

Teacher led lecture, class discussion, small group 

discussions, RT strategies, guided readings, film 

where appropriate, technology based activities, 

primary/secondary source analysis 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

Textbook, primary and secondary source 

documents and maps, graphic organizers, video, 

teacher created supplemental materials 

  

Assessments (examples) 

Free response, objective, long term projects, 

presentations, debates; web-quests will be used 

at the teacher's discretion based on student 

need. 

Teachers will design assessments to 

accommodate various learning styles which will 

be formative and summative.   

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Civilizations & Change Curriculum 

  

  

Narrative……………. 



Grade: 

9 

  

Subject: 

Civilizations and Change – Unit 3 - Cross Cultural Ethics 

CCSS Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1-10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1-8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1-8 

Specific Standards and Crosswalk with MAP 

SHS Learning 

Expectations 

1. Students will think critically 

2. Students will communicate effectively and creatively 

3. Students will access, evaluate, and use information for a variety of tasks and purposes 

Enduring 

Understanding 

Various world ethical systems incorporate similar themes, but their differences make them unique. 

Personal beliefs cannot be used as a means to judge the standards of other ethical systems. 

Essential 

Questions 

How do religious and ethical institutions influence cultural and societal change? 

What basic principles do all religions have in common? 

How do all religions and ethical traditions emphasize empathy for other humans? 

What role does religion play in the everyday lives of people? 

What purposes do ritual and celebrations within religions? 

What do people hope to gain through religion? 

  

CSDE Content 

Themes: 

Diversity, Human Rights, and Social Justice  

• Evaluate how groups respond to diversity and value and protect human rights.  

• Analyze how different groups have struggled to gain equality and social justice culturally and internationally. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student 

outcomes) 

● Developing note-taking and organizational skills 
● Analyzing primary source documents from the era 
● Drawing inferences from factual materials 
● Comparing/contrasting content in order to reach and justify a conclusion 
● Determining point of view in sources 
● Developing and composing informed arguments of cultural issues that emerge from the unit 

  

In applying the essential social studies skills described above, teachers can focus on the following abilities and activities  as 

appropriate for each unit: 

● Argumentative essays 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cUGT0qDTFALVKofHIjMYqIs3IA1Zgr31og_UReWTvbg


○ Develop a thesis 

○ Gathering supporting evidence 

○ Closure 

● Common vocabulary 

  

Strategies/Modes (examples) 

  

Teacher led lecture, class discussion, small group 

discussions, RT strategies, guided readings, film 

where appropriate, technology based activities, 

primary/secondary source analysis 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

Textbook, primary and secondary source 

documents. 

 

CCE Explorer Resources: 

https://www.blendspace.com/lessons/rrjuhvcGa

YjMdQ/civ-change-cce-explorer 

  

  

Assessments (examples) 

Free response, objective, long term projects, 

presentations, debates; web-quests will be used 

at the teacher's discretion based on student 

need. 

Teachers will design assessments to 

accommodate various learning styles which will 

be formative and summative. 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Civilizations & Change Curriculum 

  

  

Narrative……………. 

Grade: 9 

  

  

Subject: 

Civilizations and Change – Unit 4 - Middle Ages 

CCSS Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1-10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1-8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1-8 



Specific Standards and Crosswalk with MAP 

SHS Learning 

Expectations 

1. Students will think critically 

2. Students will communicate effectively and creatively 

3. Students will access, evaluate, and use information for a variety of tasks and purposes 

Enduring 

Understanding 

Germanic kingdoms succeeded the Roman Empire and many were united under Charlemagne. 

Christianity remains the dominant religion in Europe. 

Church leaders and Political leaders competed for power during the Middle Ages. 

Changes during the Middle Ages laid the foundation for Modern Europe. 

Essential 

Questions 

How was Christianity a unifying force in the Middle Ages? 

How did the merge of Germanic tradition with Roman tradition influence the development of Western culture? 

How did the breakdown of political authority impact the development of human-kind? 

How does feudalism meet the needs of the people at the time? 

How did the Crusades influence the development of human-kind? 

How did military technology influence society? 

How did France and England both influence the American government today? 

  

CSDE Content 

Themes: 

Culture, Conflict, and Change  

• Examine the impact of various aspects of culture that have diffused globally such as religion or language.  

• Analyze the factors that have contributed to global conflict and change in the world.  

• Examine how national and global changes have both caused, and resulted from, conflict. 

Political and Economic Systems  

• Evaluate the pros and cons of various political and economic systems.  

• Analyze the impact that political and economic systems have.  

• Examine issues related to international cooperation and globalization. 

Diversity, Human Rights, and Social Justice  

• Analyze how different groups have struggled to gain equality and social justice. 

Geographic Interconnections  

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with other people. 

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with the physical 

environment. 

Science, Technology, and Society  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cUGT0qDTFALVKofHIjMYqIs3IA1Zgr31og_UReWTvbg


• Analyze the ways that advances in science and technology have influenced society and geopolitical events in the modern world.  

• Examine the impact of global competition on the advancement of science and technology. 

Power, Authority, and Governance  

• Examine the relationship between people and their governments.  

• Examine the relationships between nations. 

Nationalism and Sovereignty  

• Analyze the reasons for the growth of nationalism and its impact. 

• Analyze the struggle of sovereignty 

Civic Ideals and Practices  

• Evaluate the political beliefs, values, and actions of various peoples and nations. 

 

  

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student 

outcomes) 

● Developing note-taking and organizational skills 
● Analyzing primary source documents from the era 
● Drawing inferences from factual materials 
● Comparing/contrasting content in order to reach and justify a conclusion 
● Determining point of view in sources 
● Developing and composing informed arguments of cultural issues that emerge from the unit 

  

In applying the essential social studies skills described above, teachers can focus on the following abilities and activities  as 

appropriate for each unit: 

● Argumentative essays 

○ Develop a thesis 

○ Gathering supporting evidence 

○ Closure 

● Common vocabulary 

  

Strategies/Modes (examples) 

Teacher led lecture, class discussion, small group 

discussions, RT strategies, guided readings, film 

where appropriate, technology based activities, 

primary/secondary source analysis 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

Textbook, primary and secondary source 

documents and maps. 

  

Assessments (examples) 

Free response, objective, long term projects, 

presentations, debates; web-quests will be used 

at the teacher's discretion based on student 

need. 



Teachers will design assessments to 

accommodate various learning styles which will 

be formative and summative.   

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Civilizations & Change Curriculum 

  

  

Narrative……………. 

Grade: 9 

  

  

Subject: 

Civilizations and Change – Unit 5 - Change 

CCSS Standards CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1-10, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1-8, CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.1-8 

Specific Standards and Crosswalk with MAP 

SHS Learning 

Expectations 

1. Students will think critically 

2. Students will communicate effectively and creatively 

3. Students will access, evaluate, and use information for a variety of tasks and purposes 

Enduring 

Understanding 

Renaissance & Reformation ideals still influence modern thought and modern art. 

European exploration ushered in the modern era of global interaction existing today. 

Questioning accepted beliefs led to the Scientific Revolution, new theories and current scientific method. 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cUGT0qDTFALVKofHIjMYqIs3IA1Zgr31og_UReWTvbg


Essential 

Questions 

What is required to change society? 

What was reborn during the Renaissance? 

How did the beliefs and intolerance lead to problems within society? 

How did internal and external events weaken the Catholic Church? 

What is required when you stand up to authority? 

When do you stand up for what you believe, and what does it take to be heard? 

How does trade and exploration affect culture? 

How does what you believe affect your behavior? 

In what ways are these changes exhibited in the world today? 

  

CSDE Content 

Themes 

Culture, Conflict, and Change  

• Examine the impact of various aspects of culture that have diffused globally such as religion or language.  

• Examine how global changes have both caused, and resulted from, conflict. 

Diversity, Human Rights, and Social Justice  

• Evaluate how groups respond to diversity and value and protect human rights.  

• Analyze how different groups have struggled to gain freedom, equality, and social justice at the national and international levels. 

Geographic Interconnections  

• Evaluate the extent to which human actions, behaviors, culture, and decisions are shaped by interconnections with other people. 

Science, Technology, and Society  

• Analyze the ways that advances in science and technology have influenced society and the modern world.  

• Examine the impact of global competition on the advancement of science and technology. 

Power, Authority, and Governance  

• Examine the relationship between people and their governments.  

• Examine the relationships between nations, and between national and international organizations. 

Nationalism and Sovereignty  

• Analyze the struggle between sovereignty and hegemony among peoples and nations. 

Civic Ideals and Practices  

• Evaluate the political beliefs, values, and actions of various peoples and nations.  

• Examine the relationship between diverse groups of people and institutions such as national and international organizations. 

  

Performance 

Expectations 

● Developing note-taking and organizational skills 
● Analyzing primary source documents from the era 
● Drawing inferences from factual materials 



(Student 

outcomes) 

● Comparing/contrasting content in order to reach and justify a conclusion 
● Determining point of view in sources 
● Developing and composing informed arguments of cultural issues that emerge from the unit 

  

In applying the essential social studies skills described above, teachers can focus on the following abilities and activities  as 

appropriate for each unit: 

● Argumentative essays 

○ Develop a thesis 

○ Gathering supporting evidence 

○ Closure 

● Common vocabulary 

  

  

Strategies/Modes (examples) 

Teacher led lecture, class discussion, small group 

discussions, RT strategies, guided readings, film 

where appropriate, technology based activities, 

primary/secondary source analysis 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

Textbook, primary and secondary source 

documents and maps. 

  

Assessments (examples) 

Free response, objective, long term projects, 

presentations, debates; web-quests will be used 

at the teacher's discretion based on student 

need. 

Teachers will design assessments to 

accommodate various learning styles which will 

be formative and summative.   

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


