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English 1- Grade 9 

 

This course is designed to allow students to discover the appeal and structure of fiction and nonfiction through interaction with acclaimed works. Storytelling is in 

all likelihood one of the oldest and most natural of human occupations.  As little children we are entertained by stories our parents tell us, and our fascination with 

stories remains with us for a lifetime.  The aim is to bring students into contact with the text, to have them read and analyze the story and the tools the authors used 

to create the work. The stories have been selected for their appeal to student audiences and for the variety of teaching approaches each story permits.  The goal of 

the course is to have students understand why they react as they do and to apply information to any work of fiction or nonfiction they may encounter. 

 

Unit 1 – The Art of Storytelling:   
In this unit, students will engage with and apply a variety of literacy skills and literacy related learning strategies. They will be asked to consider that 

storytelling has been and continues to be an integral part of our cultural and social fabric.  The selected literature will include short stories linked 

thematically to nonfiction exemplars requiring students to read critically and write analytically. Students will understand how to interpret and infer from 

text and to recognize how their initial understanding of text deepens when they read actively. Students will create reader response journals to deepen their 

interpretation of the fiction they read. Students will enhance their vocabulary and improve their communication skills to better share their ideas and 

understand other’s idea. 

 

Unit 2 – The Value of Journey 

In this unit students will read about and engage with the experiences, trials, and tribulations that contribute to the identity of a hero and recognize how 

society/culture contributes to the paradigm of the hero.  The selected literature will include literature about heroes and the hero’s journey.  Students will 

understand how to interpret and infer from text and to recognize how their initial understanding of text deepens when they read actively bringing them to a 

richer understanding of how personal choices affect the direction and outcome of a journey.  Students will enhance their vocabulary and improve their 

communication skills to better share their ideas and understand other’s idea. 

 

Unit 3 – Coming of Age 

In this unit students will read short fiction and a novel to experience how a character comes of age and grows and matures as a result of his/her 

experiences. The selected literature and activities will reveal how an individual’s identity is developed through social, cultural and historical parameters 

and will show how a character’s thoughts, actions and words can also define who he or she is outside of society.  Students will understand how to interpret 
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and infer from text and to recognize how their initial understanding of text deepens when they read actively bringing them to a richer understanding of how 

a character’s conscience and principles can lead them to question the conventions of society and become a mature member of their world. 

 

Unit 4 – The Individual and Society 

In this unit students will continue to read fiction and nonfiction exploring the idea that individuals develop personal identity within social, cultural and 

historical parameters.  Students will consider what it means to be a citizen in a changing world.   Students will interpret and infer from the texts that 

citizenship may require individuals to work collectively toward a common goal and that sometimes individual needs are contrary to the needs of society 

resulting in conflict.  As well, students will recognize how authors use rhetorical devices to present big ideas and that critical thinking begins with a 

fundamental understanding of the text and continues with logical interpretations of it and the application of ideas. 

 

Unit 5 – The Role of Tragedy 

In this unit students will closely read drama and poetry continuing to explore the idea that personal choices can impact more than just an individual. 

Reading a Shakespearean drama, poetry and modern text will introduce them to the differing syntax and language choices found in Elizabethan and 

modern forms and further introduce students to close reading of text dependent on figurative language and dialogue. Students will also consider the 

universal theme of fate vs free will and debate the veracity of both.  
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Unit 1: The Art of Storytelling 

 Subject: 

Grade:   

Time Frame: 

English 

9 

4 Weeks  

Overarching 

Standards- 

Connecticut 

Core State 

Standards 

English 

Language Arts 

and Literacy 

(CCSS) 

CCSS 
● Reading Standards for Literature (R.L.) 

● Reading Standards for Informational Text (R.I.) 

● Writing Standards (W) 

● Speaking and Listening Standards (S.L.) 

● Language Standards (L.) 

Essential 

Questions 

1. Why does storytelling continue to be an integral part of our culture/ society? 

2. How do thinking, sharing, discussing and writing increase communication skills? 

3. How does an enhanced vocabulary help readers understand the nuances of written and oral text? 

Enduring 

Understandings 

1. Storytelling has been and continues to be an integral part of our cultural and social fabric. 

2. Communication skills are essential to college, career and life success. 

3. Understanding the nuances of words increases understanding and awareness of the world around us. 
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Priority 

Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 

CC.9-10 R.L. 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 

it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of the text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

CC.9-10 R.L. 4 Determine the meaning of towards and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific words choice on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how 

it sets a formal or informal tone). 

CC.9-10 R.L. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 9 – 10 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

 CC.9-10 W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-

structured event sequences. 

CC.9-10 W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 CC.9-10 L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

CC.9-10 L. 2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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Supporting 

Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g. those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

CC.9-10 R.L.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 

manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 9 – 10 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 

how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 2 Determine a central ideas of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it merges and is 

shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

CC9-10 W.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 

claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

CC9-10.W.1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing.  

CC9-10.S.L.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on Grade 9 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

CC9-10.S.L.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

CC.9-10 L 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9 – 10 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

CC.9-10 L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
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Performance 

Expectations 

 

 

Students will: 

● Read for explicit and implicit meaning by summarizing, clarifying, predicting, connecting, and questioning 

● Identify the various literary elements and apply this understanding to an analysis of the text 

● Interpret the author’s use of literary elements to imply meaning 

● Annotate text as they read to reflect initial and deepening understandings of the text 

● Develop and defend multiple responses to literature using individual connections and relevant text reference 

● Review process writing and employ the stages of it in their own writing 

● Construct sentences correctly to convey meaning 

● Apply conventions of standard English grammar in writing and speaking 

● Enrich their vocabulary through the analysis of words in context 

Suggested Strategies/Modes  

1. Words in Context Graphic 

Organizers (ex. Connotation vs. 

Denotation) 

2. Annotations: Close reading, 

questioning and summarizing 

techniques. 

3. Annotating for patterns of the 

author’s use of literary elements 

such as tone and point-of-view) 

4. Socratic/Fishbowl Discussions 

5. Reading Bursts in Collaborative 

Groups 

6. Setting Objectives with student 

determined learning sheets/goal 

setting 

7. Student-to-student reciprocal 

teaching 

Suggested Materials/Resources  

Short Fiction: 

College Prep:  
➢ “The Sniper” Liam O’Flaherty 

➢ “By the Waters of Babylon” Stephen 

Vincent Benet 

➢ “The Scarlet Ibis” James Hurst 

➢ “The Most Dangerous Game” Richard 

Connell 

Honors: 
➢  “By the Waters of Babylon” Stephen 

Vincent Benet 

➢ “The Scarlet Ibis”  James Hurst 

➢ “How Much Land does a Man Need?” Leo 

Tolstoy 

➢ “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” James 

Thurber 

Nonfiction Text: 

Assessments  

Summative Assessment: 

➢ College Prep: Construct response using text evidence to 

support a student generated thesis in response to one of 

the questions. Analyze connotation of words in context 

of a passage and within questions about a text. 

 

➢ Honors: Construct a response using text evidence to 

support a student generated thesis or generate your own 

question and thesis with teacher approval and respond in 

a well-formulated response. 

 

Formative Assessments 

➢ Various homework assignments, classwork 

assignments, quizzes, tests, discussions, and optional 

assessments. 

 

http://www.menrath-online.de/documents/fictionmodelstory.pdf
http://www.btboces.org/Downloads/13_By%20the%20Waters%20of%20Babylon%20by%20Stephen%20Vincent%20Benet.pdf
http://www.mshernandez.net/uploads/5/1/0/6/5106805/thescarletibistext.pdf
https://archive.org/stream/TheMostDangerousGame_129/danger.txt
http://www.online-literature.com/tolstoy/2738/
http://www.fraumuenster.ch/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/The-Secret-Life-of-Walter-Mitty.pdf


 

Seymour Public Schools Curriculum 

English 1- Grade 9  

8. Questioning texts Graphic 

Organizers 

9. Harkness Discussion checklists  

10. Characterization Graphic 

Organizers (ex. STEAL and 

DATT)  

11. Says, Means, Matters Graphic 

Organizer 

12. Reader response journal 

 

College Prep:  

➢ “The Grandfather” by Gary Soto 

➢ “8 Crucial Differences between Healthy and 

Unhealthy Pride”- Psychology Today 

 

Honors: 
➢ “The Grandfather” by Gary Soto 

➢ “How and Why we Daydream” Psychology 

Today 

Additional Resources: 
➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book One   

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book Two 

Reading Progression 1 Reading Progression 2 Reading Progression 3 

Learning Targets: Students can analyze 

the parts of story structure. 

 

 

Learning Targets: Students can identify a 

variety of literary elements used by authors and 

can create a response to multiple texts with 

similar themes.  

Learning Targets:  Students can analyze how mood is 

conveyed in a story.  Students can recognize how “cause 

and effect” creates plot coherence.  Students can make 

inferences based on the author’s implications. 

Writing Sequence 1 Writing Sequence 2 Writing Sequence 3 

Learning Targets: Students can identify 

exact text evidence to support a claim. 

Learning Targets:  Students can make a claim 

from multiple pieces of evidence in a text. 

Learning Targets: Students can apply their knowledge of 

narrative structure and style to create an original narrative. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/evolution-the-self/201609/8-crucial-differences-between-healthy-and-unhealthy-pride
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/evolution-the-self/201609/8-crucial-differences-between-healthy-and-unhealthy-pride
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-moment-youth/201603/daydreaming-not-useless-waste-time
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UNIT 2: The “Value” of the Journey 

Subject: 

Grade:   

Time Frame: 

English 

9 

10 weeks October - December 

Overarching 

Standards- 

CCSS 

Reading Standards for Literature (R.L.) 

Reading Standards for Informational Text (R.I.) 

Writing Standards (W) 

Speaking and Listening Standards (S.L.) 

Language Standards (L.) 

Essential 

Questions 

1. What is a hero? 

2. What role does society/culture play in defining a hero? 

3. How does personal choice affect the outcome of one’s journey? 

Enduring 

Understandings 

1. The experiences, trials, and tribulations contribute to the identity of a hero. 

2. Society/culture contribute to the paradigm of the hero. 

3. Personal choice affects the direction and  outcome of a journey 
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Priority 

Standards 

Common Core State Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g. those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific words choice on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 

sets a formal or informal tone).  

CC.9-10 R.L. 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (parallel plots), and manipulate 

time (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how 

they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.  

CC.9-10 W 1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 

claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 CC.9-10 W2.B Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

CC.9-10 S.L. 1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 

ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

CC.9-10 S.L. 4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  

Supporting  

Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 9 – 10 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 2 Determine a central ideas of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it merges and is 

shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 S.L. 1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grades 9 – 10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

CC.9-10 L 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

CC.9-10 L 2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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Performance 

Expectations 

 

(Student 

outcomes) 

Students Will:  

● Make basic inferences and logical predictions from rigorous texts 

● Determine the meaning, denotation and connotation, of words in context 

● Analyze how characters are developed or changed as a result of conflict 

● Apply the elements of a hero’s journey to create their own hero’s journey 

● Evaluate the merits of a character actions and motivations 
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Suggested Strategies/Modes  

1. Socratic Discussion/Fishbowls (of 

how conflict affects characters in 

The Odyssey) 

2. Analysis of myths and epics 

3. Quote/Passage Analysis  

4. CEI Responses (of how conflict 

affects characters in The Odyssey) 

5. Connect Informational Text to the 

narrative to increase depth of 

knowledge. 

6. Student Presentations of 

Gods/Goddesses research 

7. Graphic Organizers (outline the 

hero’s journey) 

Suggested Materials/Resources  

College Prep:  

➢ The Odyssey by Homer (Suggested Books 

based on student performance)      

o Books 1, 2, 9 10, 11, 19-end  

➢ Mythology: various Greek and Roman 

Myths  

➢ Hero’s Journey (Campbell)  

➢ Selections and Summary of Antigone by 

Sophocles  

Honors:  
➢ Hero’s Journey (Campbell) 

➢ Antigone by Sophocles (H) 

➢ Mythology: various Greek and Roman 

Myths 

 

Additional Resources 

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book One   

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book Two 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessments  
Summative Assessment: 

➢ College Prep: Narrative: Create a Hero’s Tale using the stages of 

the hero’s journey 

➢ Honors: Select a “Book” in Odysseus’ journey to create a poem 

or prose narrative about that portion of the epic from another 

character’s perspective. You may create your own character or 

use a character from “The Odyssey.”  Use 2 epic similes, 5 

epithets, and 5 allusions to Greek Gods and Goddesses. 

➢ Synthesis Project: 

College Prep: Choose Odysseus plus TWO other heroes to answer 

one of the following questions:  

1.What common characteristic makes a hero? 

2. How did their journey change them? 

 3. How do these heroes reflect the values of their culture? 

Research and synthesize information to argue your thesis. Choose 

the modality to present your findings. 

➢ Honors: Choose Odysseus and a contemporary soldier or 

historical figure to respond to the question. 

Choose 1 question topic below or generate a topic of your choice 

with teacher approval:      

1. What role does society/culture play in defining a hero? 

2. How does personal choice affect the outcome of one’s journey?      

3. (Student generated with teacher’s approval) Research and 

synthesize information to argue your thesis. Choose the modality to 

present your findings. 
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Reading Progression 1 Reading Progression 2 Reading Progression 3 

Learning Targets: Students will apply 

words in context strategies to translate and 

understand meaning of rigorous texts 

 

Students will make inferences and logical 

predictions from rigorous texts. 

 

Students will identify elements of a hero’s 

journey. 

Learning Targets: Students will compare and 

contrast elements of myths.  

 

 

 

Learning Targets: Students will evaluate the decisions of 

a hero. 

 

 

Writing Progression 1 Writing Progression 2 Writing Progression 3 

Learning Targets:   

Students will convey a myth’s value. 

Students will recognize multiple meanings 

of words in context. 

Learning Targets: Students will demonstrate 

their understanding of the influence of 

Gods/Goddesses in mythology 

Learning Target: Students will interpret extended 

similes and metaphors. Students will write narratives.  
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 UNIT 3- Coming of Age 

Subject: 

Grade:   

Time Frame: 

 English      

9 

10 weeks January – March 

Overarching 

Standards -

CCSS 

 

Literacy Standards (CCSS) 

● Reading Standards for Literature (R.L.) 

● Reading Standards for Informational Text (R.I.) 

● Writing Standards (W) 

● Speaking and Listening Standards (S.L.) 

● Language Standards (L) 

Essential 

Questions 

● How does a person grow as a result of their experiences through social, cultural, and historical parameters?  

● How does a coming of age experience affect a person’s growth or development? 

● How do a person’s thoughts actions and words define he or she as an individual?  

Enduring 

Understanding 

 

● Coming of age is how a person grows and matures as a result of his/her experiences. 

● Individual’s identity is developed through social, cultural and historical parameters. 

● Sometimes a person’s conscience and principles lead them to question the conventions of society  
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Priority 

Standards/ 

Supporting 

Standards 

Common Core State Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text. 

CC.9-10 R.L. 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g. those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a 

text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 2 Determine a central ideas of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it merges and 

is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 W1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 

CC.9-10 W 1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 

between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

CC.9-10 W 1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.     

CC.9-10 S.L. 1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grades 9 – 10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

CC.9-10 L 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

Supporting  

Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 9 – 10 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 

made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative connotative, and technical 

meaning; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion 

differs from that of a newspaper).  

CC.9-10 R.I. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9 – 10 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

CC.9-10 W 1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline 

in which they are writing.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
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CC.9-10 W 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose 

and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1 – 3 above).  

CC.9-10 S.L. 1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or 

larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

CC.9-10 L 3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

CC.9-10 L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Performance 

Expectations 

 

 (Student 

outcomes) 

Students will: 

● Recognize direct and indirect characterization in texts  

● Analyze how a character’s experiences causing a “coming of age” 

● Evaluate how static and dynamic characters affect each other 

● Generate a claim and provide support through textual evidence 

● Apply conventions of standard English grammar in writing and speaking 

Suggested Strategies/Instructional 

1. Harkness Discussion (character 

development) 

2. Analysis of Poetry and Song Lyrics from 

the Civil Rights Movement 

3. Create book jackets for To Kill a 

Mockingbird 

4. Quote/Passage Analysis  

5. CEI Responses (character development) 

6. Analysis of Complementary Historical 

Nonfiction about the setting 

7. Connecting Complementary Art to the 

novel 

Suggested Materials/Resources  

College Prep 

➢ Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper 

Lee  

➢ Nonfiction Articles: 
“Scottsboro Trials” 

Kohlberg’s “Morality” 

➢ Poems/Songs:  

“Glory” - John Legend and Common 

“Strange Fruit” - Billie Holiday 

“I, Too” - Langston Hughes 

➢ Film:  

To Kill a Mockingbird (1996) (Selected 

Assessments  

Summative Assessment 

➢ College Prep: Essay and creative presentation that 

analyzes the causes of a character’s coming of 

age. 

➢ Honors: Global Citizenship Project and 

Presentation 

Formative Assessments 

➢ Various homework assignments, classwork 

assignments, quizzes, tests, discussions, and 

optional assessments. 
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 Scenes) 

PBS Series - Eyes on the Prize 

Selma (2014) (Selected Scenes) 

Honors: 

➢ Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper 

Lee; Great Expectations 

➢ Nonfiction Articles: 
“Scottsboro Trials” 

Kohlberg’s “Morality” 

➢ Film  

To Kill a Mockingbird (1996) (Selected 

Scenes) 

PBS Series - Eyes on the Prize 

Selma (2014) (Selected Scenes) 

Other Resources: 

Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book One   

Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book Two 

Reading Progression 1 Reading Progression 2 Reading Progression 3 

Learning Targets: Students will analyze 

characters through indirect and direct 

characterizations 

Learning Targets: Students will create 

connections between nonfiction and literature 

 

Learning Targets: Students will develop a logical 

argument demonstrating how a character’s 

experiences affect his/her maturation  

Writing Progression 1 Writing Progression 2 Writing Progression 3 

Learning Targets: Students will formulate a 

plan to generate a prompt response. 

Learning Targets: Students will create claims 

that support the coming of age theme. 

Learning Targets: Students will cite relevant textual 

evidence to support claim. 
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 UNIT 4- The Individual and Society  

Subject: 

Grade:   

Time Frame: 

English      

9 

5 weeks April  

Overarching 

Standards - 

CCSS 

 

● Reading Standards for Literature (R.L.) 

● Reading Standards for Informational Text (R.I.) 

● Writing Standards (W) 

● Speaking and Listening Standards (S.L.) 

● Language Standards (L) 

Enduring 

Understandings 

● What is the relationship between individual choice and social responsibility? 

● What is at stake when individual freedom and social expectations clash? 

Essential 

Questions 

● Citizenship requires individuals to work collectively toward a common goal. 

● When an individual’s needs are contrary to the needs of society, the individual may choose to rebel against or withdraw from society. 
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Priority 

Standards 

Common Core State Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 

it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g. those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative connotative, and technical 

meaning; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs 

from that of a newspaper).  

CC.9-10 R.I. 5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text (e.g. a section or chapter).  

CC.9-10 W 2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; 

include formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

CC.9-10 W 2c Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 

among complex ideas and concepts.  

CC.9-10 S.L. 1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 

ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

CC.9-10 S.L. 4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  

CC.9-10 L 1b Uses various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, and absolute) and clauses 

(independent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.  

CC.9-10 L 2a Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.  

CC.9-10 L 3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

CC.9-10 L 4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 

the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.  

Performance 

Expectations 

 

Students will: 

● Define what it means to be a citizen  

● Compare the needs of society to the individual 
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 (Student 

outcomes) 

● Identify how the author uses irony and satire to comment on society 

● Analyze how an author uses figurative language and rhetorical devices  

● Write an essay analyzing how an author creates meaning through language 

● Apply conventions of standard English grammar in writing and speaking 

● Enrich their vocabulary through the analysis of words in context 

Suggested Strategies/Modes  

1. Compare and contrast the setting of a 

dystopian story to the real world 

2. Research background information and 

present findings 

3. Fishbowl/Socratic Seminars  

4. Harkness Discussions 

5. KWL graphic organizer 

6. Non-fiction graphic organizer 

7. Blogging and/or replying and forwarding 

discussions 

8. Reading bursts 

9. Setting Objectives for discovery learning on 

concepts in texts 

10. Allusion Graphic Organizers 

11. Writing Graphic Organizers 

12. Text-to-World Connection Graphic 

Organizers 

13. Peer editing organizers 

14. Self and peer assessments and feedback 

15. Points to correct/to reinforce feedback; 

google comments feature 

Suggested Materials/Resources  

College Prep: 

➢ Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

➢ “Harrison Bergeron”  

➢ Passages from “Letter From Birmingham 

Jail” (CP) 

➢ Lord of the Flies,  William Golding  

➢ Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins 

Honors: 

➢ “Civil Disobedience” Henry David 

Thoreau(H 

➢ “Letter from a Birmingham City Jail”, 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

➢ Passages from “Letter From Birmingham 

Jail”  

Additional Materials/Resources 

➢ Non-fiction articles and references to 

censorship, freedom of information acts, 

etc... like Snowden,  

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book One   

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of 

Powerful Writing Book Two 

Assessments  

Summative Assessment 

➢ College Prep: Investigative essay/project 

analyzing how an author uses allusions to add 

deeper meaning to a story 

➢ Honors: Critique how the author uses allusions 

and how he or she handles a controversial issue 

to present the needs of society and the individual 

Formative Assessments 

➢ Various homework assignments, classwork 

assignments, quizzes, tests, discussions,  

➢ And optional assessments. 
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Reading Progression 1 Reading Progression 2 Reading Progression 3 

Learning Targets:  Students can apply their 

knowledge of literary elements to the science 

fiction genre. 

Learning Targets:  Students can interpret ways 

in which the individual is influenced by society. 

Learning Targets: Students can discuss how authors use 

figurative language such as allusion to create images that 

create depth in a story. 

Writing Progression 1 Writing Progression 2 Writing Progression 3 

Learning Targets: Students can interpret how 

irony is used rhetorically in the novel. 

Learning Targets: Students can articulate the 

role government should play in society. 

Learning Targets: Students can write about how authors 

use figurative language such as allusion/personification 

or irony to create images that give depth to a story. 
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UNIT 5: The Role of Tragedy 

Subject: 

Grade:   

Time Frame: 

 English      

9 

5 weeks May-June 

Overarching 

Standards - 

CCSS 

 

● Reading Standards for Literature (R.L.) 

● Reading Standards for Informational Text (R.I.) 

● Writing Standards (W) 

● Speaking and Listening Standards (S.L.) 

● Language Standards (L) 

Essential 

Questions 

● Why is the debate between free will and fate timeless? 

● Why do personal choices impact more than just an individual?  

● In what ways does poetry allow a different venue for expression of ideas? 

Enduring 

Understandings 

● Because no one has been able to provide a universally-accepted response to the debate between free will and fate, the debate 

continues.  

● Because an individual does not live in isolation, his/her personal choices may affect those around them and, or the community in 

which they live.   

● Through its multiple patterns, the use of rhythms, flexibility of figures of speech, and alternate structures, poetry provides another 

venue for expression of ideas. 
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Priority 

Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________ 

Supporting  

Standards 

 

Common Core State Standards 

CC.9-10 R.L. 1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CC.9-10 R.L. 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g. those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 

interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

CC.9-10 W 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose and 

audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1 – 3 above).  

CC.9-10 S.L. 1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 9 – 10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

CC.9-10 S.L. 4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CC.9-10 R.L. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific words choice on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 

sets a formal or informal tone).  

CC.9-10 R.L. 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (parallel plots), and manipulate 

time (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.  

CC.9-10 R.L. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 9 – 10 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 2 Determine a central ideas of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including  

how it merges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

CC.9-10 R.I. 10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9 – 10 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

CC.9-10 W1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/1/
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CC.9-10 S.L. 1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 

ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

CC.9-10 L 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
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Performance 

Expectations 

 

 (Student 

outcomes) 

Students will:  
● Apply reading strategies to understand Shakespearean syntax 

● Apply knowledge of poetic structure to create a Shakespearean sonnet  

● Make connections to the author’s ideas and feelings about fate and love 

● Argue and debate the cause and effect of a character’s choice(s) on other characters 

Suggested Strategies/Instructional 

1. Harkness Discussion 

2. Critical poetry analysis 

3. Analyzing poetic structure 

4. Jigsaw - different sonnets (poetic devices) 

5. Model how to read and understand 

Shakespeare's language and structure of a 

play. 

6. Literary Element Graphic Organizer 

7. Tone Graphic Organizer 

8. Promptbook models 

9. Foil Graphic Organizer 

10. Subject-Verb Graphic Organizer 

11. Anticipation Guides 

12. Debate Organizers 

13. Student readings/dramatization to 

understand tone 

14. Close Reading Dissection of Meter 

 

Suggested Materials/Resources  

College Prep 

➢ Novels: Romeo and Juliet - Shakespeare  

     Perfection Learning Parallel Text-read on translation 

(right) side and read select, key passages, 

Shakespearean language (left) side. 

➢ Film: Selections from Romeo and Juliet (1996); 

Selections from West Side Story  

➢ Poems/Songs:  

Selected sonnets by William Shakespeare 

Honors 

➢ Novels: Romeo and Juliet - Shakespeare Perfection 

Learning Parallel Text-read on Shakespeare language 

on left side 

➢ Film: Selections from Romeo and Juliet (1996); 

Selections from West Side Story  

➢ Poems/Songs:  

Selected sonnets by William Shakespeare 

Additional Resources/Materials: 

➢ Speak -Laurie Halse Anderson 

➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of Powerful 

Writing Book One   

Assessments  

Summative Assessment 

➢ College Prep: Create an original sonnet in 

the Elizabethan form 

➢ Honors: Analyze Sonnet 18 and dissect its 

form. Create an original sonnet modeling 

Sonnet 18 stanza content and form 

Formative Assessments 

➢ Various homework assignments, classwork 

assignments, quizzes, tests, discussions, and 

optional assessments 

➢ Argue / debate the cause and effect of a 

character’s choice(s) on other characters 
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➢ Simple Truths and 6 Essential Traits of Powerful 

Writing Book Two 

Reading Progression 1 Reading Progression 2 Reading Progression 3 

Learning Targets:  Students will identify form 

structure in poetry or plays. 

Students will read closely to understand 

characterization, tone, and conflict. 

Students will evaluate character’s feelings, 

motivations, tone. 

Learning Targets:  Students will analyze how 

dialogue advances the plot. Students will 

analyze the portrayal of social class and 

patriarchy. Students will evaluate character 

choices through close reading activities.  

Students will interpret figurative language to 

understand the theme reading. 

Learning Targets:  Students will debate free will versus 

fate to analyze character relationships and perspectives 

research nonfiction parallels to texts about the free will 

versus fate debate. 

 

 

 

Writing Progression 1 Writing Progression 2 Writing Progression 3 

Learning Targets:   
Students will create an original sonnet in 

Elizabethan form.  

 

 

Learning Targets:   
Students will analyze nuance and connotation in 

different figurative language to understand how 

they create meaning in a text. 

Learning Targets:   
Students will create a poem to convey a theme through the 

use of poetic devices and research on controversial issues 

present in the texts. Students will synthesize research and 

issues present in texts to create an argument on controversial 

issues that are timeless 

 


