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Observational Drawing 
 

Observational Drawing is a half-year course offered to any student who has successfully completed Basic Drawing with a grade of 70 
or better.  
 
In this course the student will continue to develop the ability to express himself/herself creatively in two-dimensional form, using prior 
knowledge of the elements and principles of design.  With an emphasis on observation and drawing with accuracy, students will learn 
to draw portraits, figures, landscapes, still-life, animals, etc.  They will continue to strengthen their skills in the application of various 
media and techniques as they further their knowledge of composition and perspective. 
 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
 

1. Become familiar with and practice observational skills to facilitate drawing with accuracy. 
 

2. Continue to utilize a variety of drawing media including but not limited to: pencil, charcoal, markers, colored pencils, pen & 
ink, and tempera paints, plus scratchboard. 
 

3. Continue to apply various techniques/approaches to drawing including but not limited to: drawing from basic shapes/forms, 
using positive/negative space, shading, perspective drawing, composition, and thumbnail sketching. 
 

4. Continue to understand and apply the elements and principles of two-dimensional design 
 

5. Continue to use terms and vocabulary associated with drawing. 
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Grade  

9-12 

Observational Drawing 

Unit: Landscape Drawing 

CSDE  

Standard 

Content Standard 1-Media 

Content Standard 2-Elements and Principles 

Content Standard 3-Content 

Content Standard 5-Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation 

Enduring 

Understanding 

There are basic elements of a landscape. 

The elements are arranged into a background, middle ground, and foreground. 

Essential 

Questions 
 What are the elements of a landscape? 

 How are elements arranged to create a landscape composition? 

Content  

Standard: 
 Students will understand, select, and apply media, techniques and processes. 

 Students will understand and apply elements and organizational principles in art. 

 Students will consider, select, and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas. 

 Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student outcomes) 

 Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that their intentions are realized 

 Conceive and create original works of art that demonstrate a connection between personal expression and the 

intentional use of art materials, techniques and processes. 

 Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using visual characteristics in conveying ideas. 

 Apply comprehension and skill in incorporating the elements of art and principles of design to generate multiple 

solutions and effectively solve a variety of visual art problems. 

 Use, record and develop ideas for content over time. 

 Reflect critically on various interpretations to better understand specific works of art. 

Strategies/Modes (example) 

 Using various photographs or magazine 

pictures, combine elements to draw an 

original landscape composition in pencil 

and/or charcoal 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

 Pencil 

 Charcoal 

 Newsprint paper for thumbnail sketches 

 White drawing paper 

 Notes/hand-outs 

 Magazines 

 Photographs 

 Examples of student work 

 Demonstrations 

Assessments (examples) 

 finished product 

 assessment list 

 critique 
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Grade  

9-12 

Observational Drawing 

Unit: Animal Drawing 

CSDE  

Standard 

Content Standard 1-Media 

Content Standard 2-Elements and Principles 

Content Standard 3-Content 

Content Standard 5-Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation 

Enduring 

Understanding 

An animal is three-dimensional and made up of basic forms. 

To make an animal drawing realistic it should be shaded not outlined. 

Animals have a variety of textures that can be created by making patterned marks. 

Essential 

Questions 
 How can an animal drawing be made to look realistic? 

 What techniques can be used to show volume and create the texture of an animal? 

Content  

Standard: 
 Students will understand, select, and apply media, techniques and processes. 

 Students will understand and apply elements and organizational principles in art. 

 Students will consider, select, and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas. 

 Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student outcomes) 

 Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that their intentions are realized 

 Conceive and create original works of art that demonstrate a connection between personal expression and the 

intentional use of art materials, techniques and processes. 

 Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using visual characteristics in conveying ideas. 

 Apply comprehension and skill in incorporating the elements of art and principles of design to generate multiple 

solutions and effectively solve a variety of visual art problems. 

 Use, record and develop ideas for content over time. 

 Apply critical and aesthetic criteria for the purpose of improving their own works of art (e.g., technique, formal and 

expressive qualities, content? 

Strategies/Modes (example) 

 Draw an animal from a photograph in 

pencil, pen & ink, and scratchboard 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

 Newsprint, vellum , & scratchboard 

 Black India ink/brush 

 Pencil 

 Pen & Ink 

 Scratch knife 

 Magazine picture/photo of an animal 

 Student Examples 

 Teacher Demonstrations 

 Hand-Out 

Assessments (examples) 

 finished product 

 assessment list 

 critique 
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Grade  

9-12 

Observational Drawing 

Unit: Portrait Drawing 

CSDE  

Standard 

Content Standard 1-Media 

Content Standard 2-Elements and Principles 

Content Standard 3-Content 

Content Standard 5-Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation 

Enduring 

Understanding 

The average adult face has basic proportions. 

A face is made up of a combination of three-dimensional forms. 

Essential 

Questions 
 What are the basic proportions of the average adult face? 

 How is a face drawn to appear three-dimensional? 

Content  

Standard: 
 Students will understand, select, and apply media, techniques and processes. 

 Students will understand and apply elements and organizational principles in art. 

 Students will consider, select, and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas. 

 Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student outcomes) 

 Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that their intentions are realized 

 Conceive and create original works of art that demonstrate a connection between personal expression and the 

intentional use of art materials, techniques and processes. 

 Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using visual characteristics in conveying ideas. 

 Apply comprehension and skill in incorporating the elements of art and principles of design to generate multiple 

solutions and effectively solve a variety of visual art problems. 

 Use, record and develop ideas for content over time. 

 Reflect critically on various interpretations to better understand specific works of art 

Strategies/Modes (example) 

 Draw a frontal view of a face from a 

magazine picture or photograph 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

 White vellum 

 Pencil 

 Colored pencils 

 Magazine picture/photo of a face 

 Student examples 

 Teacher demonstrations 

 Hand-out 

Assessments (examples) 

 finished product 

 assessment list 

 critique 
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Grade  

9-12 

Observational Drawing 

Unit: Figure Drawing 

CSDE  

Standard 

Content Standard 1-Media 

Content Standard 2-Elements and Principles 

Content Standard 3-Content 

Content Standard 5-Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation 

Enduring 

Understanding 

The average adult figure has basic proportions. 

A figure is made up of a combination of three-dimensional forms. 

Essential 

Questions 
 What are the basic proportions of the average adult figure? 

 How is a figure drawn to appear realistic? 

Content  

Standard: 
 Students will understand, select, and apply media, techniques and processes. 

 Students will understand and apply elements and organizational principles in art. 

 Students will consider, select, and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas. 

 Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student outcomes) 

 Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that their intentions are realized 

 Conceive and create original works of art that demonstrate a connection between personal expression and the 

intentional use of art materials, techniques and processes. 

 Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using visual characteristics in conveying ideas. 

 Apply comprehension and skill in incorporating the elements of art and principles of design to generate multiple 

solutions and effectively solve a variety of visual art problems. 

 Use, record and develop ideas for content over time. 

 Reflect critically on various interpretations to better understand specific works of art 

Strategies/Modes (example) 

 Using a real life student model in 

various poses, do a series of figure 

drawings in gesture, basic shapes/forms 

and contour line. 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

 Practice paper 

 Wooden model 

 Student models 

 White vellum 

 Pencil 

 Colored pencils, chalk, charcoal, etc. 

 Student examples 

 Teacher demonstrations 

 Hand-out 

Assessments (examples) 

 finished product 

 assessment list 

 critique 
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Grade  

9-12 

Observational Drawing 

Unit: Still Life Drawing 

CSDE  

Standard 

Content Standard 1-Media 

Content Standard 2-Elements and Principles 

Content Standard 3-Content 

Content Standard 5-Analysis, Interpretation, and Evaluation 

Enduring 

Understanding 

All three-dimensional still-life objects should be shaded to appear three-dimensional. 

There are guidelines for creating a successful still-life composition. 

Essential 

Questions 
 How are still-life objects drawn to look three-dimensional? 

 What are the guidelines for creating a successful composition? 

Content  

Standard: 
 Students will understand, select, and apply media, techniques and processes. 

 Students will understand and apply elements and organizational principles in art. 

 Students will consider, select, and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas. 

 Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work. 

Performance 

Expectations 

(Student outcomes) 

 Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence and sensitivity that their intentions are realized 

 Conceive and create original works of art that demonstrate a connection between personal expression and the 

intentional use of art materials, techniques and processes. 

 Judge the effectiveness of different ways of using visual characteristics in conveying ideas. 

 Apply comprehension and skill in incorporating the elements of art and principles of design to generate multiple 

solutions and effectively solve a variety of visual art problems. 

 Use, record and develop ideas for content over time. 

 Reflect critically on various interpretations to better understand specific works of art 

Strategies/Modes (example) 

 Using a real life set up for observation, 

choose a section to draw an original 

composition in pencil and/or charcoal 

Materials/Resources (examples) 

 Pencil, black/white charcoal 

 Newsprint paper for thumbnail sketches 

 White or toned drawing paper 

 Arrangement of still-life objects 

 Notes/hand-outs 

 Examples of student work 

 Demonstrations 

 

Assessments (examples) 

 finished product 

 assessment list 

 critique 
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