Digital Learning Plan
We want all to know, that Seymour Public Schools recognizes this is a concerning time for all and that no
digital plan will ever replace your child’s teacher. However, we have to move forward the best way that we can
so that our students can continue to learn and grow. This being the case, it is not our intention for our students
to be staring at a computer screen for 7-8 hours a day. Our students in grades K-12 should have
approximately four hours of work each school day in order to keep them focused and to continue their learning
the best way possible. All principals, teachers, and staff will periodically check in to assess and receive
feedback about what you may be seeing at home and what may need to be adjusted. We want to thank you in
advance for your patience and partnership! While this may change when we receive further guidance from the
Commissioner of Education, here is the plan that we will use.
1. The student day would be a shortened day, however, staff would be working a full day to support
student distance learning. The student day would be planned for approximately:
a. Up to 1.5 hours per day for Pre K
b. Up to 4 hours per day for Kindergarten to Grade 12. Our learning goals will focus on the
application of critical skills and core content objectives. The activity will also be designed to
maximize the likelihood that students can complete the activity with independence as this will
minimize the number of challenges for parents during this emergency period. This will also
promote students being self-directed learners, which is an important 21st century
skill. However, our teachers and staff will be available from 8:00am – 2:00pm to answer
student or parent questions that arise.
2. The implementation of this plan signifies a significant emergency. As such, we have asked all staff to
help in any way needed to ensure an equitable learning experience for students. Please note that
during this time of working remotely, our staff will be expected to be actively engaged in work during
the hours of 8:00am -2:00pm and to be available for calls, video conferencing if the teacher chooses,
email and messaging exchanges, and the like. All staff that are expected to work will be available by
email or other form of acceptable electronic communication to support students who are working on
these learning assignments, assist families, or reply to questions or requests.
3. In terms of a Schedule: teachers would plan for the scheduled day.
a. Teachers in Grades K - 5 may choose to work together to post a common assignment for their
students or they may choose to link theirs individually.
b. Teachers in Grades 6 - 12 will link their assignments individually by the day, their class period
and name. (For example DAY A, Mrs. Smith, grade 9 Social Studies period 1).
4. Google GSuite is the familiar platform for most of our students in Grades K-12. Grades K and 1 do not
currently have google accounts and the teachers will provide links to access. The GSuite includes
Gmail, Google Docs, Google Classroom, Google Hangouts, Google Meet, Google Sheets, etc.) and is
used by most teachers. For video conferencing in small or large groups, the district would use Google
Meet (formerly Hangout). We will have one dedicated technology person overseeing each of the four
buildings for questions:
Seymour High School: Charles Daniels
Seymour Middle School: David Moktan
Bungay School: Derrick Martin
Chatfield LoPresti School: Rob Dyer
5. If you or your child needs a refresher on google classroom click this link (Here is a
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k388Q8xvsXg)

6. In the event that a student/family is not responding to email or they are not doing their assigned work,
the students Guidance Counselor or Social Worker will reach out to you to see if further assistance is
needed.
7. Our Guidance Department and Social Workers will be available between 8:00am – 2:00pm to answer
any questions that you may have about your child. They will also be available to speak with your
children if and when they need to between the hours of 8:00am and 2:00pm.

8. We recognize that our staff and our families may be stressed or worried. That is why we encourage all
staff to take the time to assess their students’ mental, physical, and emotional wellbeing. How are they
doing? How are their families? Teachers should check-in with their students, as long as this distance
learning is in place. Once again, just like when school is in-person in school buildings, if teachers are
concerned about students, they should reach out to support staff and administration.
9. We need to make our best efforts so that online content and instruction must be made accessible to all
students to the best extent possible, including students with special needs, during distance learning
days. Teachers will attempt to plan learning activities that are differentiated for specific learning
profiles. The teacher’s approach will be consistent with each individual’s accommodations in the
course of a regular school day. No student’s status or ability to complete the expected work on a
distance learning day should be impacted by their special education or 504 or ELL status. Our Special
Education teachers will continue to provide modifications to posted assignments for the students that
they work with.
10. It is expected that our teachers will provide expectations and feedback to students as to when they
need to submit assignments via Google Classroom and/or share completed documents, either through
email or individual learning platforms, for feedback and or grading. Teachers should keep track of the
assignments and the level of participation/work completion for each student. They should then be
graded and given credit in a manner consistent with the teacher’s existing grading policies. Students
with accommodations should have the same latitude in timeline, support and standards for completion
for this work as they would for any other at-home assignment. It is the responsibility of the student to
complete the learning task to the best of their ability based on the current surrounding circumstances
and return it to the teacher so it can receive credit for completion and/or grades. Like in-person school
sessions, if a student is ill or unable to participate for a documented reason, the teacher would notify
the student of expectations given the individual circumstances.
In the event that your child wishes to receive free lunch, our Food Service Department will be offering a grab
and go lunch bag at the front of Seymour Middle School between 11:00am – 1:00pm on Wednesday and
Thursday of this week and on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of the following week. This is being offered
to all families, regardless of meal status. More days to come if we are to remain closed.
Please continue to look on the following mediums for any communications from our schools:



Seymour Schools Facebook
Seymour Schools website

Throughout this time, flexibility is the key to support distance learning along with supporting individual students
and families. We realize that this is a new process for everyone and we may need to make changes as we go,
but remember it is the students that we are here for. Keeping their learning in mind and us making our best
efforts to achieve this, will help us to get through this.
If you have any questions about COVID-19, please call 2-1-1. We thank you for your patience and
understanding during this time of confusion. Please be assured that my team will continue to monitor the
situation daily and will keep you informed as changes occur. Remember, that together we will get through this
as a team. We still remain positive and hopeful that we will resume our normal school routines on April 1,
2020. However, by utilizing this platform, we will be able to end schools on June 12, 2020 as opposed to our

original date of June 11, 2020. This being the case, our graduation date will be also be set for June 12, 2020
per the Board of Education.
As we all know, this situation is ever-changing and we are trying to stay on top of it the best way we
can. Please make every effort to keep your families safe and healthy.

