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Dear Seymour Middle School Community, 

With the past several months involving distance learning and computer work, summer is the time to 
enjoy a good read! While it may be a book in your hand, on your kindle, or on your phone, getting lost 
in another place, getting to know new characters, and discovering new adventures is just the way to 
enjoy the long, hot days of summer (obviously with an ice cream in hand, too!) 

While our primary goal is for students to enjoy reading, the summer is also a good time to increase 
reading stamina in preparation for the next grade level. 

Within this list you will find a selection of books. We encourage you and your child to explore these 
titles and read together.  Step outside your comfort “reading zone” and try that historical fiction piece, 
or the new graphic novel, or how about entering a dystopian universe through a high interest series?  

You may access several free resources including free EBooks by visiting the Seymour Public Library 
site http://seymourpubliclibrary.org/ 

You can also access Ebooks and audiobooks through the following websites: https://openlibrary.org 
and https://www.getepic.com . 

All of us here at Seymour Middle School wish all of our students and their families a restful, peaceful 
and happy summer break.  Happy Reading! 

  

Sincerely, 

  
Jodie Roden 
Principal 

  
Kathleen Freimuth 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

Summer Reading Possibilities 
 

You will notice that after the title of each book, there is a Lexile number.  This is the Lexile assigned to the book.  The 
Lexile is a method of assigning a reading level to each book.  This will assist the Language Arts teachers in assigning a 
book and challenging a student to improve their reading ability.   
  
Reading Levels range from 0 for a non-reader to 2000 for a college graduate.  Some types of books, such as poetry do not 
lend themselves to an assigned Lexile, therefore you will see some books marked NL.  This may also mean that the book is 
too new to have undergone a Lexile analysis.  You will also notice that some books are marked GN which indicate graphic 
novel. 
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All Summer Long by Hope Larson Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2018, expectations for summer are 
upended, leading to new experiences and self-discovery. Lexile GN 250 Grades 5-8 
 
Ashes to Asheville by Sarah Dooley Putnam, 2017, Fella and her sister, Zany, take their deceased 
mother’s ashes and run away to Asheville—the last place they were happy as a family—where they 
hope to scatter them as per her wishes. Lexile 800 Grades 5-6 
 
Charlie Hernández and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo Aladdin, 2018, Charlie is drawn 
into an ancient battle between good and evil when figures from the Latino myths his abuela told him 
suddenly appear in the real world—and his body begins to grow horns and feathers! Lexile 780 Grades 
5-9 
Countdown: 2979 Days to the Moon by Suzanne Slade, illustrated by Thomas Gonzalez Peachtree, 
2018, Follow the U.S. space program’s triumphs and setbacks, from President Kennedy’s challenge to 
the nation in 1963 to its fulfillment with the first man on the moon.NL Grades 5-8 
 
Dove Arising by Karen Bao Viking, 2015, Quiet, introverted Phaet Theta keeps to herself, but when 
her mother is arrested, she must find her courage and enlist in the Moon’s militia to free her mom and 
save her siblings. Lexile 860 Grades 7-9 
 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson Nancy Paulsen Books A group of middle-school students come 
together under the direction of an inspiring teacher to share stories and appreciate their differences. 
Lexile 630 Grades 5-6 
 
Hidden Figures: Young Readers’ Edition by Margot Lee Shetterly HarperCollins, 2016, This is the 
young readers’ edition of Shetterly’s acclaimed nonfiction book about four African American women 
mathematicians at NASA whose work helped send the first astronauts into space. Lexile 1120 Grades 
4-7 
 
It All Comes Down to This by Karen English Clarion, 2017, In Los Angeles during the summer of 
1965, Sophie, an upper middle-class African American girl, learns some hard truths about her family, 
about friendship, and about racism. NL Grades 5-7 
 
Love, Ish by Karen Rivers Algonquin Young Readers, 2017, Mischa “Ish” Love’s dreams of escaping 
life in her small town and living on Mars one day are threatened by a sudden illness. Lexile 640 Grades 
4-8 
 
Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya Viking, 2018, Marcus just wants to help his 
single mom get by and protect his brother from bullies, but he creates more problems than he solves. 
His mother decides a trip to visit family in Puerto Rico is just the thing they need. Lexile 580 Grades 
5-6 
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Merci Suárez Changes Gears by Meg Medina Candlewick Press, 2018, Sixth-grader Merci faces 
challenges as a scholarship student at her fancy private school, while at home, her beloved grandfather 
has begun to act strangely. Can Merci navigate all these changes? Lexile 700 Grades 4-7 
 
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani Kokila, 2018, A gripping story of one family’s flight from 
Pakistan during the partition of India in 1947, as told by twelve-year-old Nisha to her diary. Lexile 700 
Grades 4-8 
Peasprout Chen, Future Legend of Skate and Sword by Henry Lien Henry Holt, 2018, Peasprout 
and her brother, Cricket, are accepted into Pearl Famous Academy of Skate and Sword to study Wu 
Liu, martial arts figure skating. High-stakes competition, political intrigue, and more await them. 
Lexile 860 Grades 5-9 
 
The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called Life by Kwame Alexander, 
photographs by Thai Neave Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, Mixing poetry, photography, and 
inspiring stories from athletes and other role models, this book shares life lessons and advice for 
overcoming obstacles. Lexile 970 Grades 5-9 
 
Putting Peace First: 7 Commitments to Change the World by Eric Dawson Viking, 2018, Learn 
how to make a difference in the world NOW with this step-by step guide to putting your visions into 
practice. Lexile 850 Grades 5-6 
 
Sci-Fu by Yehudi Mercado Oni Press, 2018, It’s 1980s Brooklyn, and Wax just scratched the perfect 
beat, attracting the attention of an evil alien robot who transports his family, best friend, and crush to 
the planet Discopia, where Wax must master the art of Sci-Fu if he wants to fight the bad guys, save 
the universe, and get back to Earth. NL GN Grades 4-8 
 
See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng Dial Books, 2017, Alex Petroski is on a mission to send a 
rocket into space with a recording on his iPod of what it’s like to be human, just like his hero Carl 
Sagan. His journey takes him farther than he ever could have imagined. Lexile 1120 Grades 6-8 
 
Space Battle Lunchtime, Vol. 1: Lights, Camera, Snacktion by Natalie Riess Oni Press, 2016, The 
competition is fierce on the universe’s most popular reality TV cooking show, Space Battle 
Lunchtime! Does Earth baker Peony have what it takes to win? Lexile 370 Grades 4-7 
 
The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore Knopf Books, 2017, A boy tries to find 
himself and a community in his Harlem neighborhood in the wake of his brother’s death. Lexile 650 
Grades 5-9 
 
Us, in Progress: Short Stories about Young Latinos by Lulu Delacre HarperCollins, 2017, A 
collection of short stories offering a refreshing and nuanced depiction of young Latinxs growing up in 
the United States. Lexile 740 Grades 3-7 
 



 
 Seymour Middle School 

                                                                                                 
 

                                                            211 Mountain Road, Seymour, Connecticut 06483 
203-888-4513   Fax 203-881-7535 

Seymour Public Schools is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons and does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, religion or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws.  Inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Title IX 

Coordinator, Office of the Associate Superintendent, 203-888-4564. 
 
 

Jodie Roden 
Principal 

 

Kathleen Freimuth 
Assistant Principal 

 

The Witch Boy by Molly Knox Ostertag Graphix, 2017, In Aster’s family, boys are shapeshifters and 
girls are witches—but Aster has always been more interested in witchcraft than shapeshifting. As Aster 
tries to remain true to himself, secrets about his family’s past are unearthed. First in a series. Lexile 
490 Grades 3-7 
 
 

 
 


